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Beyond  
the Gardens
It’s no secret that Oak Harbor 
Public Schools is leading the way 
across the state and country in 
school sustainability initiatives. 
During the 2018-19 school year, 
each of our elementary schools 
earned a Washington Green School 
Award. This achievement led to 
a statewide honor as Oak Harbor 
Public Schools captured the Green 
Medalist Award, only the second 
school district in Washington 
to earn this distinction. We also 
made national headlines when we 
were selected as a United States 
Department of Education Green 
Ribbon District, one of just 14 
districts nationally to be honored. 
We have #OHmazing students 
being led by incredible teachers. 
Here are a couple other great 
projects in the works!

The Enchanted Ecosystem
Overgrown bushes, weeds and a condemned tree usually don’t 

garner much attention. But at Crescent Harbor Elementary, this eyesore 
has transformed into a hot commodity. The “Green Team” club at the school adopted 
this area and made it their own. They spent hours after school pulling weeds, raking 
leaves, trimming bushes and building bird houses. Yes, bird houses. Third grade teacher 
John Del Prete built 24 birdhouses and librarian Bill Montross added another. They were 
put up around the school with each classroom receiving one. A few were added to the 
condemned tree. What once was an unpleasant sight is now a work of art. The students 
also drilled different size holes in the birdhouses to attract different types of birds. Soon 
after, hummingbird feeders and bird baths were added. After spending weeks on the 
projects, the students wanted to name this special little sanctuary and they appropriately 
called it “The Enchanted Ecosystem.” And this is just the beginning. The next step is to 
create an outdoor classroom so teachers can use this area as an educational resource. As 
for The Enchanted Ecosystem, the students want to see more creatures in this area. As 
one student said, “I want to build a pond behind the tree so we can have reptiles, but I’ll 
probably need to ask the principal first.” Way to dream big!

HEATING UP  |  Earlier this year, Hillcrest 
Elementary had a problem: a greenhouse in a 
courtyard with little sunlight. The students started 
asking questions and came to the sustainable 
conclusion that they needed to heat the greenhouse in 
the winter months. With the help of the Red Flannel 
Construction Company, students brainstormed and 
decided to build a solar heater out of recycled cans. 
Rick Boilek and his partner built the frame but it 
was up to the students to collect the cans. Students 

learned that by painting the cans 
black they would absorb 

heat. After sealing the 
cans, the students 

built tubes out 
of them for the 
heat to travel 
up and through 
the frame into 
the greenhouse. 

They tested their 
product and, on 

a chilly 41 degree 
morning, the solar 

heater registered over 90 
degrees in just 10 minutes! The 

next task? Learning how to cool the 
greenhouse in the summer months!
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WHIDBEY GOES GLOBAL  |  Our elementary 
schools have made state and national headlines 
recently with their work in sustainability, but 
those successes were started by students 
now in our middle and 
high schools, carrying 
their knowledge and 
passions with them.  
This year, North 
Whidbey Middle 
School eighth 
grade Honors ELA 
classes created 
the Whidbey Goes 
Global event. Students 
worked in small groups and 
spent months choosing a global 
topic and relating it to Whidbey Island. Topics 
included immigration, homelessness, water 
pollution and much more. They interviewed 
experts in the fields and prepared a 30-minute 
presentation to give in front of the community 
and their peers. With incredible visuals and 
compelling arguments by the students, those 
in attendance left filled with optimism about 
our future. Today’s students will become 
tomorrow’s leaders and, from the looks of 
these presentations, we are in good hands.

Coins for a Cause
Most school leadership classes are concerned with assemblies and after school dances. But Oak Harbor Intermediate 
is not like most schools. The Panthers teach kindness and empathy and this year those lessons hit home with the fifth-
grade leadership students – five in particular. When students learned that 
first-year teacher Tom Karney had Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, they wanted 
to make a difference. They went right to work seeking input from advisor 
Amber Worman and created a school-wide coin drive for cancer research. 
Staff and students brought in their spare change every day and it quickly 
became apparent that hand counting couldn’t keep up with the donations. 
Coin machines were purchased and the three-week drive ended with 
over $8,100 raised—more than double their goal—for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. As for Mr. Karney? He’s in 
remission and back in the classroom knowing the love and support he received from his students and peers. 

“I WAS BLOWN AWAY,” he 
said. “I COULDN’T BELIEVE 
IT. IT’S AWESOME BECAUSE 
THE MONEY IS GOING  
TOWARDS A GOOD CAUSE.”



THE HOW  |  According to NMSI, almost 
two-thirds of all jobs will require post-
secondary education or training by 2020. 
Nearly as many will require basic literacy in 
science, technology, engineering and math.  
By supporting and incentivizing students to 
enroll and take AP exams, students will receive 
proper training in problem-solving, critical 
thinking and collaboration needed to thrive, 
whatever their career path.

THE BENEFIT  |  In math, science, computer 
science and English AP courses, NMSI pays 
the exam fee. In addition, students who pass 
AP exams in those subjects with a three or 
higher receive a $100 gift card. Last year, Oak 
Harbor had over 100 students receive a three 
or higher. The teachers also get an incentive.  
They receive summer training, coaching and  
$100 for every student who passes the AP test 
with a three or higher. 

Strength in Numbers
Last year, Oak Harbor High School became the first school in 
Washington to receive the National Math and Science Initiative (NMSI) 
grant. The idea of this grant is to remove barriers and encourage 

more students to enroll in Advanced Placement (AP) courses 
and take AP tests in math, science, computer science 

and English.

THE WHY  |  NMSI partners with the United 
States Department of Defense (DoD) in an 
effort to encourage high school students to take 
more AP exams. Studies suggest that merely 
studying for AP exams allows students to 
become more successful in future endeavors.  
Whether that’s a future at a college, university, 
trade school or in the military, students learn 
better study habits and are equipped with better 
tools to face future challenges. Stay tuned!

THE RESULT  |  The 2018-19 AP exams are 
complete and we had a record number of 
students taking the tests. Last year, enrollment 
in AP courses was 534, which increased to 
over 700 in the 2018-19 school year. AP test 
participation rates have doubled. Attractive 
incentives and removing barriers placed more 
students in AP classrooms and we are sure to 
report incredible exam results this summer.



THE CASE FOR 30  |  Usually, more 
is better.  And in the case for 

high school credits, more is 
much better. Oak Harbor 

High School’s current 
six-period semester 
schedule allows students 
to earn 24 credits.  

According to State law, 
24 courses are required to 

graduate, which is commonly 
referred to as “Core 24.” These 

requirements limit student opportunity 
to take elective classes in our nationally-recognized 
Career & Technical Education Courses (CTE) that 
include DECA, Video Production, NJROTC, Metal 
Design and much much more. Until now, our 
students were forced to choose between these and our 
other award-winning programs such as choir, band 
or fine arts. The five period trimester schedule allows 
for 30 credits during a student’s high school career. 
This means more electives and more student choices 
to find classes they are passionate about all while 
meeting the state’s requirements for graduation.  

Times They  
Are A-Changin’
Next year, the high school will switch 
from a six-period semester schedule to 
a five-period trimester schedule. This 
exciting change brings more flexibility and 
opportunity and places the power of each 
student’s future in the hands where  
it belongs, the student’s. 

BEST FOR STUDENTS  |  Oak Harbor Public Schools prides itself on putting 
student needs first and this focus drove the switch to trimesters. Under the new 
schedule, we’ve seen an increase in enrollment in both CTE and Advanced 
Placement courses and were able to add 34 new courses for students to choose.  

From the highly anticipated Geometry in Construction to Engineering to 
Photojournalism, students will have more opportunities than ever before. This is 

just the beginning. Our teachers are constantly working with student interest to offer 
even more courses.  

THE DIFFERENCES

Trimester Schedule Semester Schedule

Classroom Time 67 minute periods 55 minute periods

Classes Per Grading Period 5 Classes 6 Classes

Grading Period 12 week grading terms 18 week grading terms

Total Credits 30 24

Credits 2 trimesters = 1 credit 2 semesters = 1 credit 

Class Term 1, 2, or 3 trimesters long 1 or 2 semesters long



15.76%
$13,507,283

Special Education 
Instruction 

3.8% 
$3,256,572

Vocational Instruction

3.79%
$3,243,809

Compensatory Education

19.55%
$16,755,295

Support Services

Expenses 

56.64%
$48,532,937

Regular Instruction 

$85,687,195
Compensatory  Provides assistance  
for students who are disadvantaged. State-
funded Learning Assistance Program, Federal 
School Improvement, Transitional Bilingual 
Programs and more.  

Community Service  Other Community Services 
where expenditures related to the services 
provided to Skagit Valley College Head Start and 
Coupeville School District are recorded.

Other Instructional  Summer school,  
highly capable program and more.

.36%
$303,852

Other Instructional 

Regular Education  Provides free public 
education to students in grades K-12. 

Special Education  Provides Special Education 
programs and related services for all disabled 
students between ages of 3-21. 

Support Services  Operations of the district 
such as food services, transportation and more.

Vocational  Secondary vocational education 
programs.

Revenue
15.0%

$12,929,451 
State  

Special Purpose  5.99%
$5,164,910

Federal  
General Purpose  

4.02%
$3,464,729

Federal  
Special Purpose  

64.54%
$55,638,112

State  
General Purpose  

8.8% 
$7,585,247
Local Taxes  

.14%
$122,000 

 Other Entities 
(not shown on chart)  

1.47%
$1,267,308

Local Nontax Support  

$

$86,206,757

Our Student Population

.04%
$35,000

Other Districts 
(not shown on chart)

6,167
(Includes early learning  

and Transition students)

Total Students

.1%
$87,447 

Community Service 

$

Ethnicity Male Female
 American Indian or  

Alaskan Native 14 8

   Asian 191 184
 Black or African American 130 127

 Native Hawaiian or  
Other Pacific Islander 27 18

  White 1,866 1,759
 Hispanic/Latino 561 545
 Multi-Racial 394 343 
Total 3,183 2,984

Test Scores
The district-wide test scores along with 
those for each individual school can be 
found by visiting reportcard.ospi.k12.
wa.us. You may also inquire at each school’s 
office for a detailed test score report.

OHHS 4yr/On-time 
Graduation Rate

“Of all the districts that my kids have 
gone to school in, Oak Harbor  
School District is by far the best!  
The teachers go above and beyond, 
and the programs are outstanding! 
My kids are thriving here.” 

-Janelle O’Hara, mother of 2 Oak Harbor High School  
students, and 1 North Whidbey Middle Schooler

50.42%
3,088 Military Connected (2018) 

39.25%
2,404 Active Duty Student Connection 

90.2% 

3.7%   Homeless    
5.0%   English Language Learners   

17.5%   Students with Disabilites
4.3%   Section 504

.2%   Migrant

Excused +  
UnexcusedAvg. Attendance Rate     82%

F/R 
MealsLow Income    41.6%
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Connect with Us
Oak Harbor Public Schools
350 S. Oak Harbor Street  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360.279.5000
On the web at www.ohsd.net
         @oakharborps

Printed on Recycled Paper


